Beference to her father, Joe, a Hew Deal oongressiaan from i-lass. when - Kne^^ him. ue was 
one of six Hew Deal Congressmen who threw me the mist fantastic, exciting and entertain- 
ing parta^sT I e8fer had. I had just defeated the combined efforts of the IAebx UnAmerican 
Dies Eommittee and the Department of Jus^ce, including the IBI, to get me charged with 
a crime I did not commit under a law enacted to make it possible to prosecu;^e me and an 
associate, Gardner (Pat) Jackson, the legislative representative of Labor 's ■‘‘on-Partisan 
League, the political arm of the ‘^ohn L. Lewis ^nited iline Morkers of America. 

I was researching a book on that really %American committee towrd the end of 1939 
and into early 1940 when Jacicson had a dinner party for six Hew Deal Congressmen who were 
opposed to that committee and a feiJ other people of whom I remember only one, Jimmy 
Hechsler, later editor of The Hew York Post. 

VJhat none of us knew at the time is that the committee, having learned that I was 
looking into it and what it did and some of its members, had prepared to defend itself, 
as it could not on its record, by framing and entrapping me. For this, as I believe I 
have recorded in more detail in earlier recollections, they fed a Drew Pearson legman, 
John Henshaw, and a friend of his David Dubois 14aj^e, to Jackson, who turned them over 
to me, to look into the story he'd been told. 

Of the six Congressman I remember ‘^olm C&fee, of Mashongton, who was a friend of 


mine, Casey and fank ^ook, of Michigan, who I then met fir the first time. 

From I^iyne I had obtained some of his files as the Washington representative of 
a native nazi outfit, William Dudley Pelley's Silvershirtyof iimerica. It was viriaently 
anti-Semitic. In the file of its litijrature I gave to Dave Wrone, ttniv. Wise., Stebens 
Point, are samples that I believe include a re-print of the Gzarist fake Proctocols of the 
Elders of Zion. Several of the papers I got from I'iayne were xeroxes and they associated 
Pelley and Dies. Vfhen I asked for the originals I-layne said he was keeping them for his 
own protection and thus has not xeroxes but photostats made, I had some doubts so j- arranged 
for Vn'm to answer questions and tell his story and swear to it, 

A friend and fellow reporter from Wilmington where I was on the morning paper and he 
on its evening sister paper, Xsadore Bleiberg, had become a court reporter to make more 
money. When he wanted to meve to Washington I took him and his wife, Sarah Weiner, a high- 
school classmate of mine, in and they lived with me until Izzy got located. 

After Izzy typed up a verbatim transcript of what feyne said I took him to the only 
notary I then knew, the fiffice manager of the court-rciporting firm of Ward and Paul, it 
was the firm used by the Senate comraittee for which I'd worked, tlayne swore to th4 truthful- 
ness of the transcript and I gave it and whai" I'd gotten from him to *^ackson, Pat was mkre 

excited about it than and and despte my misgivings showed it at that dinner party. 

/\ 

Frank hook went for it big and despite efforts to discourage him insisted that I 


write a speech for him to deliver to the House on it. I did and he did and then all hell 



broke Jocse. My first knowledge of it was when I answered the knock on jay apartiaent door 
and was handed a m J>ies cojaiaittee forthwith subpoena. I suppose it was served by a 
committee investigator. I have no recollection of hija. I knew a forthwith subpoena was 
without meaning, told him so ^ to beat it and tliat I would respond after I had a lawyer. 

I„soon learaed that Pat also had been subpoenaed. Despite his close friendships with 
some of VJashington' s most prominent lawyers none would represent him in this, including 
the firm of his friend Dean acheson, Covington, Burling, the most prestigeous. Be- 

cause he had gotten us into it Pearson got his firm to represent us, assigning an inter- 
national law expert to it! 

For those who may read this and have no knowledge of what I wrote about it earlier, 
through Jackson's many and influential friends and that lairjyer, Edgar xurlington's 
connections, they were led to believe that it had been a 3 ?ranged for the grand jurjf to 
refuse to indict. 

The specially-enacted law made it a crime to interfere with the proper functioning 
of a Congressional comiaittee. 

But there was^ a different kind of fix. 4nd |il found out about it when shd got a 
phone call from tiayne's lawyer, a man she had dated before she met me, Dsinnis ^allov/ell, 
now dead, ikfter they chatted for a while he fussed with some papers on his desk to draw 
them to Cil^s attention and then told her he had something to do that would take him 
about 15 minutes. She took the hint and as soon as he left his desk started to read them. 
They made it clear that the real fix was to indict Jackson and me. I was visitng my 
mother in Wilmington so Lil went to see *^ackson immediately. Vihen he just did not believe 
my Mata Hari she phoned me, telling me to return immediately, vjliich I did. Pat and Tur- 
lington liad implicit faith in tlieir friencfefisho told tge tliey had it all fixed and I had 
no less faith and trust in -^il and believ^completely what she told me, 

^o, 1 had a number of difficult sessions witlj the grand jury after each one of ^^hiGh 
I was lectured by Pat and Turlington, warmed that I was ruiniJig the deal. If they'd been 
in the grandfjur^ room with me they’d have understood that their friends had the fix on a 
against us. The assistant U.S. Attorney, Ed i'ihelly, was coming after me with everything 
he had anc could think of and it was a constant battle. But in the end I took the grand 
just away fr6^ m him and it insisted on indicting counts, utte-^v4nd forging and 

getting laaey money by false pretenses, (fi^ciaimed he was broke and from time to time 
i Mt him have a fevj dollars, probably in all no more thar|S100, not a pittanc^n those days 
but also not a significant sum. It represent two months of my pent.) 

Martin Dies copped a plea for his entrappe* and Mayne got two years, suspended, Tliat 
night was the ni^t of the celebration* of- victory -aec 'party those six New Deal Congressman 
arranged for me. I think that ’'^ito ^"arcantojoio, American tabor Party/ Democrat/ Republican 
representative from Eastfearlem may also have been there. Save for the daughter of a 



New York ^^imes editor and i-^c's secretary, a former social worked, Edith *^ohnsonj*i 
was the only woman. It was at the I4adrillon, then one of Washington finest restaurants 
and the table/ put together into one must have been more than 20 feet long, so there were 
quite a few people otheijthan the six or seven Members and the^^M women and me. 

'i?wo of the popular songs of that era were “Stars Pell on Alabama" and "The Eyes of 
iexas Are i4>on You." Hook used those saags vfith words apprmp riate to the occasion and 
got up and sang to me what he had retitled to "The Dies of Texas Are upon You" and 
Starnes lell on Alabama." Joe Starnes of Alabama was Jies* vice-chairman. 

It was a fine party and a real celebration for a real cause. At was not often that 
the ^nAmericanSan4 later the McCarthy committees and the other committee’s homing in on 
their political paydirt weig-beate^ but that was as severe a whipping as I cqxi recall any 
getting uitil yd^^s later the Boston lawyer Wejch did McCarthy in with a few wll— chosen 
words in which he asked tbCarthy if ,|ie had no sense of decency at all at the 
televised hearings. No TV at'fcie time of my travaille. 

Back to Joe Casey^ : •‘■'his was the time of voting the committee new life and an 
appropriation for that Congress. As I recall there were only about a dozen and a half 
votes against it in the Democratically-controlled feeagiiffiss tf onse of which Dies* fellow 
Texan San Hayburn was the Speaker. The one thing of %xoh I have a clear recollextion 
is the eloquence and anger of Casey’s attaeic on the comirdttee and^^fense of himself. 

^he la^r included his asking a question, "Must I ask the permission of this committee 
before I accept a supper invitation?" Perhaps he put it in a statement th^it he would not. 

Casey was handsome, in a masculine way. 

While I do not know it to be so x believe that his principled opposition to this most 
DnAmerican of committees cost him the votes that elected Henry Cabot Lodge as Senator. 
Despite the committee's 'w’idespread attacks on many Catholics in the labor movement, even 
the head of the CIO and the Steel Workers, ■‘•hil -^urray, the reactionary hierarchy supported 
the committee. If the margin was '^tt great is it likely that thk 8hurch swung enough votes 
even in private to defeat Casey. 

n . 

ihe last time I saw him was when he was in private practise after World Vlar II^ with 
another iriend, also a New Dealer, Homer Clay, a lawyer from Kentucky. They were working 
on a deal to get some surplus merchant-marine ships for a Greek. Wonder if it could have 
been Onasis? 

Hook and Coffee, both also lawyers, also were defeated. IDsR gave Hook, a man of very 
modest means, a government Job. Goffeee returned to Washington and I sup\x)set the practise 
of law. Marcantonio later become^ close friend^. 

Jackson iuid been the information officer of the Sacco-Vanzetti comoittde, and through 
him I met Justice Frankfurter, also of that committee, and DealJ Acheson. 





I suj^jose tl'ie ESI's dislike of me my have begun with this because I was asked to 
go to the Washington office, asked to sign a stateiaent they wrote out after questioning 
me, it was not in accord with wlmt IM said and I thou^t could be used as a confession 
and I refused to sign it. They would not let me leave so just sat there, kfter some time, 
and as I now recall it was about suppertime, when they let me ca;^](! Turlington. He came and 
after we talked openly, inffront of them, they agreed to rewrite the statement to make 
it confora to what I’d actually said. 

One day when I was at the Capitol working on some story, after we had a lawyer, two 
^ the committee investigators asked me to go with them. I could have refused, could have 
phoned Turlington, and I do nl?t now inow wl:^y I didn't. They tohk me to Sam Haybum's 


hide-away j&st off the House floor, where the rooia was packed with staff and members# They 
sat me in an overstuffed chair next to a radiator and questioned me. It was rather^ tense 


for me. When I asked for water they gave me a giaJSSXt"^ glass of hot water! In the end 
they got nothing because there was nothing to get. I think they were trying to phony up 
a case of the unions being out to get them because they were so virulently anti^union. 

I believe that they also edited tl^e tamscrmpt and retyped it because they held another 
star-chamber hearing for me to read that transcript and be questioned about it. Then I 
asked Turlington to be with me. I would not ^ree to what they^d added. To the best of 

my knowlfjdge they never published those hearings, if "hearings" they were! 

/■ 

Dave Pinzas the Whited States <ti-ttorney .Earlier I'd helped him on a then sensational 
case. He then called me "affidaviT face" and we were on a friendly basis. He would not 
handle the case was phony agaibst us even thought his appointment to the district 

court was being held up by the Texas gang in tjie House until he got us indicted. When that 

failed hits nominati(3n went through. fhycJr-pUu 

The sensation on the House floor was when one of the memb^ts of the committee dis- 
V A 

played the originals of the photostate and it was apimrent that Mayhe had pasted pieces 

q. 

together and that was the reason'' for ^the photostags instead of the originals. 

However, as soon as I got the first subppena I went to work. Through a friend I got 

three young housewives, all strangers to me, with old upright typewriters, and knowing 

the law (which I believe .this caused to be changed) moved them into the office ^f the 

7 J 

Clerk of the House and had them type every expense statement the committee had filed. It 
'' A 

was from these that I established that liayne was actually working for the committee at 
what was a decent rate for those days, $40 a day, and his pay was disguised as "wit- 
ness fees" when he had not testified at all. I believe it wa^ this and the vigor of my 
defensej^of myself before the grand jury and the fact that never contradicted myself 
because ^ was always telling the truth that enabled me to take the grand jury away from 
Pihelly. (Late^when the Hollywood Ten came to me for help, Edward Itoytryk, one of the Ten, 
_jciihaiiarles Kraioer, who’d been an investigallpr on the Senate Civil -Klberties Comaittee 
(V» rut d V ^ ^ ^ Huf Cirui4 




m a. -h /. 
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me, ^let have ivhcitever he ■wanted, he took the originals of the ’^ped 

committee, did hot use -eftem and -i- never got them back. leaps later when I got his address 


area and asked him what he‘d done with teear he claimed to have no know- 
ledge at all It turned out at tiie hearing that he was the informer in the midst of the 
'fen. VJrone has what carbons of those expense vouchers remained.) 

Filplly wound up with io much respect for me and I suppose shame thai not long after 
the matter was no longer talked about he phoned and asked me to come and see hi*/^ Vihen I 
did, witjhut telling me that if I ever said a word about it he'd be ruined, which I laiew, 
he gave me the transcript of the grand jury that inclJfded liar tin Dies' testimony that in 
fact they had nothing on me and other testimony indicating that I was not^ as the Dies 
gang had been inferring, any kind of red, I never showed this transcript to anyone until 
I leamed that it was no lon^^r an offense to disclose grand jury transcripts. I read it 
when I got it, not since, and I've given it to hood College, still in the faanked envelop 
in which f^ihelly gave it to me. He war-crimes prosecutor in 5?okyo. ) 

The FBI gave none of its recorp\^o ^ in response to my FOIPA request but a few 
years ago, when it was violating the law to give copies of records violating my privacy and 
intended to defame me to another it then gave me some copies, carefully selected to -with- 
hold what obviously existed, like the statement I'd refused to sign and the one I did. 

^■"y appeals v;ere without response. f)n 

Tne Dies comi:dttee was the successor to the McCormick commottee, actually knwon as 
the McCojmdck-Dickstein committee befause although Cohn McCoimck, latea^ majorit:/ leader, 
was the chairman, Sam Dickstein, ^em., actually ran the comrsiittee. (and the FBI hired 
his brother as a rare if not it then only Jewish special agent.) That was the beginning 

of the entered hysteria that coincided with iiitler's rise. As Dies was lobbying to become 

t 

the chairman of a reconsituted comiaiftee he was openly telling his colleagues in setsking 
their support that he'd have no Jews on his committee. ^ was, his committee was, o^ ir- 
responsibility difficult to conceive today. They were in effect native nazis and they 

deaJ/ in lies and fabrication and/^anders that would get headlines and did, "'•his what 

J ' 

encouraged the gSlarthys and other reactionary merchants of Imt^ many reactionary South- 
ed Democrats. 


0dd*7 Dies and Starnes ^t on a first-name basis with me and Starnes even put his 
arm around me after this was all over when we bumped into ^each other on the Hill. It 
was theii^/idea, not mine. Weird! 

Once Dies interceded on behalf of Mayi» publicly the s-:ory diej^ down. I do not 
, ^ ClicBp 

recall its ever being used against me until I was on a San Francisco (talk show of a 

reporter who then became a good friend vfith whom I spent at least one night at his home 

when i was again there, Morgan. A ypung man phoned in and started to red^bait me. 



l’'i|!rgan wanted to cut him of but I insisted that he be allowed to speak. I turned it into 
a dialogue that got rather drmoatic, -^t turned out as I'd suspected, that what he was 
garbling he had no personal way of knowing about because it happened before he was bom 
or when he was an infant. After I'd faced him down the show continued and the n^t night, 
when I spoke at The Hall of the I’lowers, in C»olden Gate Park, there was standing room only.* 

Later, when I got some response to my POIPA request from the San Pancisco office^ 
it turned out that this young man was an FBI symbol informer. 

Something similar then efiipijened on the Jpe Pyne radio show. I r4cal4 no^ other 
efforts to misuse that against me and in both instances I was able to abcErt it. 

Of cours e I have no knowledge of any private misuses. 

And sold Paul Elder's bookstore out of the 250 copies of ^*hitewash II I'd shipped him 
and at least 50^ more I was carrying to use as press copies. The isaagt irony is tliat Elder, 
a reputable ~Ban~>r reputable store, was selling out to Lobleday and * nev4r got paid! 

It occurs to ne that becciuse for the most part have put this rather unemotionally 
it may give the ^irong impression. All of it was really tough and rough. Jail loomed and 
the determination of the powerful to put me there was unhidden, witl^ nothing to dirty 
for them, *md they were nothing but dirty. Very! 

What 1 now recall as the most difficult for me was the evening of the day I was just 

picked up in the Capitol and did not resist or demand counsel. There was that roomfull of 

baddies each with his ovm dirty line of questioning and there was no time when there was 

no questioning, or no tine for me to really think. That was the one time, other than with 

the P3I, when I was alone. If Piheliy got too bad the grand jurors were witnesses and the 

other time befiore the comraittee Turlington was with me. More, it wai all new to me, strange, 

really foreign to anything that to then had happened to me, and so opposed to all we believe. 

_ 

I still remeig^ the ni^t that i think was that and not another of the nights after 

those many days. (l do not recall how often 1 wats before the g:'and jury but is seems in 

recollection to have been often/J Lil and I had dinner with Leorf and Elizabeth Coodman, 

both of Boston> Leo the legislative representative of the shoe-workers union ancl I think 
A 

an economist. Be was later a leader in opposing nuclear proliferation and contamination. 

¥e dined in a good 14agyar/Gypsy restaurant, Michel's, on the west side of Veimiont Ave. 
abobe K. As usual the food was good and inexpensive and if ItLchel was not a real gypsy he 
was with the fiddle! While we were eating 1 had to vcmiit. I think that was the only such 
time in the adulthood of my 79 years, 

I did not, ever, claim that my first of fifth-amendment rights were being violated. 

I did not refuse to answer a single question, either. Now I do not recall, whether that 
was a conscious decision or not. Of course li^ rights were being violated and I was aware 
of it. They were interfering with my idghtd as a writer and they were tr;/ing to get: me to 
testify against myself. But I was never a communist and X'd done nothing wrong. 1 was 



II 


what later was referred to, sickeningly jro me, as a "premature antm-fascist. 

4 decade later "The /Hollywood Ten" did refuse to answer questions and did not invoke 
the fifth amendment. 4lvah Bessie told me that they had conferred and decided to take this 
position on principle, that they had the ri^^t not to respond under the first amendment 
which in their view they thereby were defending. (Tk [)i^ 

It put them all in jail, and neither then nor since have I seen any principle invol- 
ved in not invoking the constitution's pertinent provisions. 

I saw no question about the interference with free association and \«riting, that was 
violated, but it was also clear that they were being asked to testify against themselves 
with the unhidden hope that they could be sent to jail. 

It is all too distant noe#’ but I think that I then thought theiriiposition was immature 
and irresponsible, that they were living a script while they wrote it. Their position also 
at least inferred to a very large audaence that there was somet hing ifrong in taking the 
protect of the fifth amendment. Tnere wasn't and isn't and if I recall correctly, this 
was equivalent to some of the purposes for which it was added to the constitution. 

iind although they were courageous and well-intended, there is the probability that 
the position they took contributed to the hysteria. It certainly was a big boost to the 
UnAmericans, putting such famous people in jail. 

Page 4 note. In those days both Houses had publicly-available records, of wliich I remember 
of contributions to and expenditures by the political parties, and I worked in them often. 

I found open flascists on the GO? paj'roll. and I found recoisis that Father Goughlin, the 
fascist radio priest who had a coast-to-coast radio program had had to file. None of the|i 

ill 

then major media, and I knew quite a few, were at all interested^ so i told John ii. Spivack 

who, whether or not he was a Comnunist, seemed able to publish only in th4 Gommunist press, 

especially The New Ifesses gagazine. That geew into Jack's sensational and definitive expose, 

;Whe Shrine of the Silvej^ -^ollar" which, I think, contributed to pressure on the government 
CoH/eihl*y' Y 

to do something about him./In the end the church was given the choice between getting him 
off the air and silenced or having him indicted. Slowly he crawled back into the \roodword. 


Gffiughlin's Michigan church kas had "Shrine" 
ist. < 


and racist 


had "Shrine" in its name. He was a virulent fa'^^ist Hd 

J In those days the netw^ks caxrle^~m^ anti- 


semi tic pr<^ams. Henry Ford's weekly coast-to-coast voice, ¥.J. Gamer on, plugged the fake 
"j&octocols" and Ford mailed them to those who wrote requesting them. Ford's and Goughlin's 
were two of the major network Sunday night programs in those pre-TV days, and they had 
large audiences. Jhere ^ere three networks, CBS and N^, which Ijhen had ttjo, identified as 
the "red" and the "blue." One became 4BG when NBC was restricted to one and sold the other. 



